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MEDIA RELEASE
(6th September, 2025)

[bookmark: :18s]“PIF Chair has arrived in Honiara”

The Prime Minister of Tonga as Chair of the Pacific Islands Forum, Hon Dr ‘Aisake Valu Eke has arrived in Honiara today, on a special Royal New Zealand Air Force Flight (RNZAF) from Whenuapai, ahead of the Opening of the 54th Pacific Islands Forum Leaders Meeting on Monday 8 September at the Stadium, Sports City in the Solomon Islands.

Leaders from Forum Member countries including the Prime Minister of Niue, Hon Dalton Tagelagi, the Minister of Foreign Affairs of the Cook Islands, Hon Tingika Elikana and the Minister of Foreign Affairs, Labour and Trade of Tuvalu, Hon Paulson Panapa and members of their delegation were on board the same flight.

The Honourable Peter Shanel Agovaka, Solomon Islands Minister for Foreign Affairs and External Trade greeted the Forum Chair and delegates at Honiara International Airport, including the Secretary General of the Pacific Islands Forum, Mr Baron Waqa who arrived on the same afternoon.

The Forum Meeting is confirmed to be represented at Leaders’ Level, with the Solomon Islands as incoming chair, except Samoa, that has completed General Elections last week.

Tonga’s Prime Minister will join Leaders and delegations tomorrow afternoon, at a Sunday Service for the Forum Meetings held at the St Barnabas Cathedral.

It will set the scene for the week’s  Leaders Summit, on the theme,  “Iumi Tugeda” Act Now for an Integrated Blue Pacific Continent”, that will be cherished in years to come as the numerous delegations put some valuable commitments towards addressing priority issues that Pacific countries have on climate resilience and climate financing, the importance of the Forum’s 2050 Strategy for a Blue Pacific Continent, and the time for action for an integrated Blue Pacific Continent is now.

The theme will guide the region’s efforts to continue solidarity in addressing shared challenges in climate change and economic prosperity, working together towards a more transformative resilient Pasifiki-by focusing on building a better now, a continuity from Tonga’s theme last year.

The Solomon Islands as host of this year’s Forum will be provided progress of the work for the Review of Regional Architecture, updates on key commitments to regional collective actions and the signing of the Treaty for the establishment of the Pacific Resilience Facility.

Tonga’s delegation to the 54th PIFLM is led by Prime Minister Eke and joined by senior officials from the Prime Minister’s Office,  the Chief Secretary and Secretary to Cabinet, Mr Paula Ma’u; Director Strategic Partnership, Ms ‘Olita Tupou, and Adviser to PM, Mrs Amelia K Siamomua.
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