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GOVERNMENT OF TONGA

MEDIA RELEASE
(18 December, 2025)

“Lord Fakafanua appointed as the 20th Prime Minister of
Tonga”

His Majesty King Tupou VI, today, Thursday 18th December 2025, at the Royal Palace, Nuku’alofa
has appointed Lord Fakafanua as the 20th Prime Minister of the Kingdom of Tonga, in accordance with
Clause 50A (1) of the Constitution of Tonga.

Lord Fakafanua was elected the Prime Minister Designate at the Legislative Assembly of Tonga on the
15th of December, 2025. He is the No. 1 Nobles Representative for the Ha’apai District to the
Legislative Assembly. He was elected as the Speaker for the Legislative Assembly from 2012 – 2014
and 2017-2025.

Lord Fakafanua commenced his political career in Tonga in 2009, when he entered the Legislative
Assembly of Tonga, the youngest ever Member of Parliament at only 24 years of age. He was elected
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as the Speaker of the Legislative Assembly in 2012, at only 27 years of age. He has held the Office of
the Speaker for 10 years out of his 13 years as a Member of Parliament.

As the Head of the Legislature, he was instrumental in presiding over major political reforms and
introduced initiatives to promote greater representation of women and youth in Parliament, amongst
other major policy issues that include conserving Tonga’s land tenure system and promoting the fight
against illicit drugs. Internationally, Lord Fakafanua was the representative of Australasia at the
Commonwealth Parliamentary Association Executive and entered the Tongan Parliament into the Inter
Parliamentary Union as the 164th member. He was elected earlier this year by the Pacific Islands
Parliamentary Assembly (PIPA) to be the inaugural Chair of the PIPA Executive Committee.

Lord Fakafanua is 40 years of age and married to Lady Fane Fakafanua. He holds a Master of Arts in
Diplomacy, Law and Business from O.P. Jindal Global University in India. He is the estate holder of
Faleloa, Ha’apai; Ma’ufanga, Tongatapu and Nga’akau, Vava’u.

The Government of Tonga formally welcomes Lord Fakafanua as Prime Minister of Tonga and looks
forward to his leadership, as he leads the Government of Tonga’s strategic priorities and directions for
a more prosperous Tonga, during his tenure.

(L-R) Lord Ma’afu, Lady Fakafanua, Lord Fakafanua, His Majesty King Tupou VI, HRH Princess ‘Eliana, HSH
Prince Kalaniuvalu Lord Fotofili, Hon. Fakaolameilangi Fakafanua, HRH Crown Princess, Sinaitakala Tuku’aho.

-ENDS-

mailto:pmopressroom@gmail.com
http://www.pmo.gov.to

